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Water Rights Doctrines



What is the Missouri Water Plan?

1938 Missouri Water Plan 
ñ..emphasize the importance of 

intelligent planning...bring to attention 

the major water problems of the 

areaé[and] discuss suggestions for 

the wisest handling of such 

problemséò A State Plan for Missouri, Water Plan 1938, Foreword



Missouri Water Resources Law 
(RSMo 640.415, 1989)

• Develop, maintain, and update a plan

• Long-range, comprehensive, state-wide 

program

• Includes groundwater and surface water, for 

all sectors of use

• Ensure public participation in plan 

development

What is the Missouri Water Plan?



• Missouri Drought Response Plan (1995, 2002)

• Most recent update, 2003

– Phase I ïWater resource topics

– Phase II ïRegional assessment of needs

• Planning has resulted in action, such as ï

– Regionalization of water supply

– Improved data collection

– Addressing water quality and quantity issues

– Soil conservation efforts

What is the Missouri Water Plan?





2060 Water Supply Gaps 

considering –

Á Drought condition 

Á Current rate of growth

Á Current groundwater 

withdrawal rate

Southwest Missouri Regional Water Studies



• Single phase, 2 years

• Stakeholder input is central

• Consumptive water use

• Non-consumptive water use

• Water Quality/Aquatic Species

• 2060 projections, and gaps

• Infrastructure/Funding

• Watershed-based scale

• Not a regulatory effort

What is the Missouri Water Plan?



Missouri Water Plan Update

Water Demand

üConduct for both surface and 

groundwater and at watershed scale

üCurrent use and projections to 2060

üScenario estimates ïpopulation 

and climatic conditions



Missouri Water Plan Update

Water Supply/Availability

üAssessment of current and future 

surface water and groundwater 

availability

üIdentify gaps in water needs



Missouri Water Plan Update

Water Quality

üAs it impacts surface and 

groundwater use and availability for 

all major water use sectors

üWill include an assessment of in-

stream water needs (fisheries, 

recreation, healthy habitats)



Missouri Water Plan Update

Infrastructure - Needs, Cost and 

Financing

üWater supply and wastewater 

needs

üFinancial Assistance and 

partnership  opportunities



Missouri Water Plan Update

Engagement

üInteragency Task Force 

üTechnical workgroups

üStakeholder interviews

üRegional public meetings 



Missouri Water Plan Update

Technical Workgroups

üConsumptive demands

üAgriculture demands

üNon-consumptive demands

üWater quality and aquatic species

üInfrastructure- needs, cost, financing



For Updates and More Information

http://dnr.mo.gov/mowaterplan/
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